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Milton Jones. 
(Picture (C) David 
Jensen/EMPICS 
Entertainment)
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gig guide
Saturday
Zimmer at The Vault.

Live entertainment at The 
Wayside Cheer Hotel.

Tribute to Ed Sheeran at 
The Doghouse.

Monday
Open mic night at The 
Thomas de la Rue.

Tuesday
Open mic night at The Cock 
and Bull.

Thursday
Open mic night at The Vault.

The Irish Session at The 
Cock and Bull, from 9pm.

Friday
Chris Wilkinson at The 
Wayside Cheer Hotel.

City Limits at The 
Doghouse.

Mick Le Huray at Les 
Douvres, from 7.30pm.

Madcap laughs

H
E MAY look like a 
bemused tourist caught 
in a wind tunnel but you 
don’t want to mess with 
Milton, as one heckler 
found out at St James.

No sooner had the surrealist 
comedian stepped on stage the 
Friday before last and someone 
piped up from the first few 
rows, causing a hush among the 
capacity crowd in the hall.
Milton Jones simply held up his 
hand and said to the audience: 
‘Don’t worry, I’ll handle this’. 
From then on he dealt with the 
upstart expertly by using the 
slightest of  facial expressions and 
deftly timed one-liners. 
It was a lesson in less is more and 
shows how skilled a performer 
such as Milton has honed his act 
over the years with non-sequiturs 
and flights of  fancy delivered in 
deadpan fashion with hilarious 
results. 
The comedian is probably best 
known to audiences from his 
appearances on BBC’s Mock the 
Week and Live at The Apollo, 
dressed in his signature brightly 
coloured shirts and with mad 
dragged-through-a-hedge-
backwards hair. 
His puns and quips could be 
groan-worthy handled by some but 
Milton constantly had many in the 
crowd roaring with laughter. 
It isn’t the first time he’s been to 
Guernsey, so has some experience 
of  the island. This saw him 
making a wry comment about the 
upcoming referendum. 
What I like about Milton is that he 
doesn’t rant and rave about things 

but quietly and subtly pokes fun at 
the absurd world we live in. 
It isn’t spiteful comedy either. 
Even when he referred back to the 
heckler on countless occasions 
through the act it felt more like a 
teacher belittling an errant pupil 
than a school bully.
He kept the hall constantly 
waiting for the next line, even 
ending with: ‘I’ll leave you now to 

burn your Wicker Man or whatever 
it is you do...’ to cheers.
It showed Milton had the crowd in 
the palm of  his hand. 
I wish the same could be said for 
support act – self-confessed nerd 
– Adele Cliff  but sadly her act fell 
flat more often than not and she 
failed to connect with the crowd. 
Whether this was down to nerves 
or material I couldn’t quite work 

Surreal, crazy-haired comedian Milton Jones was at St James last Friday as the start of 
regular comedy bookings at the town venue. Colin Leach reports 

Fade2 add extra date for Christmas Show
Tickets have sold out for Fade2Grey’s 
Christmas show at the Fermain Tavern on 
Saturday 8 December.  
However, fans of the 80s electropop foursome 

will be pleased to hear that the band have 
added an extra date, the day before.  
‘The band would like to say a big Christmas 
thank you and will probably now want to hug 

every single one of you for continued support.’ 
l Tickets for Fade2Grey’s Christmas Show at 
The Fermain Tavern on Friday 7 December can 
be bought through www.fade2grey.org.

Sark Summer 
Festival back 
next year
ORGANISERS of  this year’s 
Sark Summer Festival have 
announced the event is 
to return next year. Dates 
confirmed are 9, 10 and 11 
August 2019. Tickets will 
be going on sale through 
Evenbrite on Saturday 10 
November at 8am.

THE Sacred Hearts have been added to the 
bill at Sound at St James later this month.
The five-piece were a popular local live act 

in the 1990s with their psychedelic-tinged power 
pop sound and have played a few gigs over the 
years. They will be taking to the St James stage 
on the Sunday of  the two-day festival. 
The band take the place of  Sons of  the Desert, 
who have had to pull out as one of  the band 
members is recovering from major surgery.
The Sacred Hearts were formed in 1989 by Mark 
Le Gallez and Colin Leach of  The Risk, who 
wanted to explore a different style of  music. The 
band also features Matt Hutchison on drums, 
vocalist Colleen Irven of  Blue Mountains, and 
guitarist Mark Guppy and bassist Chris Denton 
from the Space Pirates. During the 90s the band 
released four singles and two LPs and caught 

the ear of  John Peel, who played the band’s song 
Love Bomb several times on his night-time BBC 
radio show.
It was announced earlier this week that the 
fundraising event will benefit both Sound and 
The Vale Earth Fair. All profits from Sound at 
St James will be going to the two charities that 
support local musicians. Tickets are £10 per day, 
there are three stages with over 50 bands and 
performers playing over the two days.

l Sound at St James takes place on 27 
and 28 October. It is part of the bicentenary 
celebrations at St James. Doors open from noon 
until 11.30pm on both days. All ages welcome. 
Tickets available from sound.gg, stjames.gg, 
Vinyl Vaughns, Yakwax, Kendall Guitars, HMV or 
at St James box office or go to www.stjames.gg.

Sacred Hearts added 
to Sound at St James

Mark Le Gallez of 
the Sacred Hearts.
(Picture by Andrew 

Le Poidevin)

out but her constant references 
to her family and competitiveness 
with her sisters just seemed more 
irritating than amusing.  

l St James is looking to put 
on regular comedy shows in the 
concert hall. Next up is Simon 
Evans on 2 November. 
Go to www.stjames.gg for more 
details


